Texas Tech University Javier Gomez Alvarez -Tostado

Arch 3314, 001 Assistant Professor

3cr/hr.

Contemporary Issues in Architectural rm 609, office hours by appointment,
Theory and History utilizing precedents mw11:00 -12:00pm.

From early 20 t century to present. javier.gomez@ttu.edu

Tuesday, Thursday, 2:00-3:20pm.

RM 507.

Syllabus:

Architecture in the threshold of the XXI century

An overview of Contemporary Architecture, and the meaning of the Profession today.

Objectives:

The Seminar includes the interpretation, discussion and understanding of architectures from the threshold of the XXI
Century. Together with a critical theoretical and philosophical overview, we will analyze basics on practical and
conceptual conditions of Tectonics, Materials, Spaces, Cybernetics and Systems on different buildings. Also we will
discuss the role of the Contemporary Architect on Society, ethics, marketing and different fields and specialties.

From Eric Owen Moss, and Morphosis, buildings in Los Angeles, to Frank Gehry's Guggenheim Museum
in Bilbao. From Coop Himme(l )blau radical structures in Vienna, and Diller and Scofidio's Slow House,
to Marcos Novak and NOX Cyber  -architecturesE

We will question, the new technologies, and the idea of Sustainable Architecture, as a mere fiction, or as a conscious
possibility for the New Century.
And the Computer Media, not just as representational, but also as a Design tool.



‘In the present climate, the immense offerings of soft technology and a general search for morally
justifiable nonchalance ally themselves with a certain (curious) apologetic attitude on the part off
architects. It's an opportunistic buck of yard world out there'.

Peter Cook.

The Seminar will be, a hybrid research incorporating different media: slide presentations, discussion panels, theory and
praxis, videos and films, and lots of participation from students.
Rigorous attendance, a mid-term evaluation, final paper, class presentation and exam, will be required for accreditation.

Program (*) aug 26, dec 15:

1)
2)

3)

4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)

15)

16)

08.26 Presentation and informal talk, role of an Architect today, and different specialties. Magazines, books,
exhibitions and marketing. OTeam work® muttisciplinary participation between architects.

08.31 Early Modernism, Le Corbusier, Gerrit Rietveld, Mies Van der Rohe.

09.02 A bit of urbanism: Brasilia versus Las Vegas. Understanding OLearning from Las VegasO.

09.07 Buckminster Fuller, Archigram and beginning of the OHigh TechO.

British High Tech: Sir Norman Foster, Nicholas Grimshaw, and Richard Rogers.

09.09 French High Tech: Museum George Pompidou, Otto Von Spreckelsen, Dominique Perrault, Jean Nouvel,
and Odile Decq. Others: Christian Portzamparc, Parc de la Villette.

09.14 Berlin: IBA, Renzo Piano, Norman Foster's Reichstag, Jean Nouvel, Zaha Hadid, others.

09.16 Daniel Libeskind.

09.21 Spain: Antonio Gaud'.

09.23 Santiago Calatrava, and rationalism: RafaZl Moneo, Enric Miralles, others.

09.28 Movies and Architecture, Jacques Tati, Mon Oncle.

09.30 Rationalism: NY5, Richard Meier,

10.05 Carlo Scarpa, Mario Botta, Aldo Rossi, , Bill Tsien & Todd Williams, Herzog & Meuron, Peter Zumthor
and others.

10.07 Review.

10.14 Mid term.

10.19 Mexico and Latin America: early modernism, UNAM, Felix Candela, Teodoro Gonz}lez de Le—n, and
new generations, Enrique Norten, Michel Rojkind.

10.21 Mexico, Luis Barragfn and followers, Ricardo Legorreta.

10.26 U.S. Los Angeles: Morphosis, RoTO, Erick Owen Moss, Frank Israel, Neil Denari, Arizona: Will Bruder.
10.28 Frank Gehry.

11.02 Student presentations powerpoint.

11.04 Russian Constructivism.

11.09 Deconstructivism. Peter Eisenman, Bernard Tschumi.

11.11 Zaha Hadid, Coop Himmelb(l)au and others.

11.16 Student presentations powerpoint.

11.18 Dutch phenomena: Rem Koolhaas, MVRVD, UN Studio.

11.23 Student presentations powerpoint.

11.30 Student presentations powerpoint.

12.02 Cyber-architecture: NOX, Lars Spuybroek, Karl Chu, Marcos Novak, Greg Lynn, Asymptote, etc.

The new kids on the block: Patterns, Tom Wiscombe, Herntn D’az Alonso, BIG.

12.07 Review.

Date to be assigned. Final Exam.

Related topics:

1)
2)
3)
4)

ODadad and Marcel Duchamp.
OSurrealism0®

Soviet Constructivism.
Conceptual Art and Installation.

(*) Program is subject to changes.

Pre-requisites:

ARCH 2311, ARCH 2315

Featur ed NAAB Criteria:

1. Speaking and writing skills.

ADA, Equal Opportunity and Access to Facilities:

The University is committed to the principle that in no aspect of its programs shall there be differences in the

treatment of persons because of race, creed, national origin, age, sex, or disability, and that equal opportunity and access



to facilities shall be available to all. If required, you may contact Student Disability Services for appropriate verification at
335, west Hall, or 806-742-2405.

Academic Int egrity:

It is the aim of the faculty of Texas Tech University to foster a spirit of complete honesty and high standard of
integrity. As such, the College of Architecture follows the University academic regulations pertaining to Cheating and
Plagiarism as set forth in the Undergraduate and Graduate catalog, 2003-2004, page 49, and the Student Affairs
Handbook.

Work for Evaluation:
1) 10 pg. Paper about a specific architect and his work. Research and Critical Essay. 20%

2)  Mid-term written exam including slides and critical essay. 20%
3) 15 min. Power point presentation on paper topic. 20%
4)  Attendance and participation in class. 10%
5) Final Exam including slides and critical essay. 30%

+Attendance is mandatory and three unexcused absences may result in the failing of the course.
+Writing Intensive Seminar.

Grading:
A (excellent) exceptional performance.
B (good) performance above the norm.
C (average) satisfactory/adequate work.
D (inferior) unsatisfactory/inferior work.
F (failing) does not meet minimum requirements.

Basic Bibliography:
Klotz, Heinrich. The History of Postmodern Architecture. MIT Press 1988.

Betsky, Aaron Violated Perfection. NY Rizzoli 1990.
Noever, Peter Architecture in Transition. Prestel 1991.
Leach, Neil Rethinking Architecture. Routledge 1997.

Jencks, Charles Theories and Manifestoes of Contemporary Architecture. Academy Ed. 1997.
Jencks, Charles Architecture 2000 and beyond. Wiley 2000.

Tschumi, Bernard  Architecture and Disjunction. MIT Press 1994.

Long, Kieran The New Architectural Generation. LK Publishing 2008.

Rosa, Joseph Next Generation Architecture, Rizzoli 2003.

Power point Presentations and paper topics:

Vers une architecture (Toward an Architecture)

Complexity and Contradiction

Learning Las Vegas

Delirious New York

Guy Debord and Situationist International

Manhattan Transcripts

Constant®s New Babylon and Leiterlabyrinth

Lebbeus Woods

Greg Lynn, work and ideas

Japan 2000+ Kazuyo Sejima, Toyo Ito, Hitoshi Abe, etc.

Dubai and Abu Dhabi 2000+ New developments, new buildings from international firms.
China 2000+ Olympic Games new buildings from international firms: e.g. Herzog & de Meuron National Stadium, OMA,
CCTV headquarters, etc. and young local architects Zhouling, Pei-Zhu, etc.
Martin Heidegger

Paul Virilio

Deleuze and Guattari

Gaston Bachelard

Manuel de Landa

Mathias Klotz

George Yu

PZriphZriques (Jakob & MacFarlane)

Jennifer Siegal

LEED

Image: Enric Massip, Torre Diagonal 00, Telef—nica, Barcelona.



